[Implantation metastasis of adenocarcinoma of the paranasal sinuses in the middle ear].
Carcinoma of the middle ear is a rare disease. We report about a 65-year-old man in which case it is assumed that a transtubal implantation metastasis of an adenocarcinoma had settled in the middle ear. Regular irrigation of the operated nose and unnoticed carcinoma recurrence were main assumptions for intracanicular metastasis. With experiments on dead and alive we could show that irrigation fluid intrudes through the tube into the middle ear. Finally the problem of growth of carcinoma cells on intact epithelial surfaces is critically discussed.